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PORT  AND  BOROUGH  OF  KING'S  LYNN 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  King’s  Lynn. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  and  con- 
sideration the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1958. 

The  general  health  of  the  community  was  good.  Infectious 
Diseases  notifications  were  comparatively  few.  Epidemic  Influ- 
enza, carrying  on  from  the  last  quarter  of  the  previous  year,  was 
the  cause  of  much  c<  absenteeism,”  especially  in  January.  However, 
despite  this  and  the  severe  weather  at  the  end  of  Jaftuary,  and  at 
intervals  in  February  and  March  (hard  frosts  and  heavy  snowfalls) 
the  mortality  from  respiratory  diseases  was  apparently  no  more 
than  that  of  many  previous  years. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Engineer,  and  the  Housing 
Manager  for  their  special  sections  on  Water  Supplies,  Sewerage, 
etc.,  and  Housing. 

I thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  their  kindness  and  consideration  to  the  Public 
Health  staff. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  HAMILTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Estimated  Mid-Year  Population  (Registrar-General) : 26,590. 


Births : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Live  births : 

Legitimate 

236 

202 

438 

Illegitimate 

17 

15 

32 

253 

217 

470 

Stillbirths : 

Legitimate 

5 

9 

7 

Illegitimate 

— 

2 

2 

5 

4 

9 

Deaths : 

All  Ages 

150 

135 

285 

Infants  under  i year  of  age : 
Legitimate 

7 

2 

9 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

8 

2 

10 

Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age: 

Legitimate 

6 

2 

8 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

6 

2 

8 

Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

3 

Cancer  of  Lung 

11 

— 

11 

Cancer , other  Forms  .... 

11 

22 

33 

Maternal  Mortality  .... 

— 

■ I- 

Nil 

RATES  PER  1,000  POPULATION 

Births  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  17.67 

Births  ( England  and  Wales ) ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  16.4 

Stillbirths  ( per  1,000  total  Live  and  Stillbirths ) ....  ...  ....  18.78 

Stillbirths  [England  and  Wales)  ....  ....  ....  ....  21.6 

Deaths  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  10.70 

Deaths  ( England  and  Wales ) ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  11.7 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  ( per  1,000  Live  Births)  ....  21.26 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  ( England  and  Wales)  ....  22.5 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age:  Legitimate  ....  ....  20.5 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age : Illegitimate  ....  ....  31.2 

Neonatal  Deaths  [first  four  weeks)  ....  ....  ....  ....  17.02 

Neonatal  Deaths  [ England  and  Wales)  ....  ....  ....  ....  16.2 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent,  of  total  Livebirths  ....  ....  6.68 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  0.11 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  (. England  and  Wales)  ....  ....  ....  0.08 

Deaths  from  Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus  ....  ....  ....  0.40 

Deaths  from  Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus  ( England  and  Wales)....  0.43 
Deaths  from  Cancer,  other  Forms  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1.24 

Deaths  from  Cancer , other  Forms  [England  and  Wales)  ....  ....  1.685 


Births  exceeded  deaths  by  185,  and  were  48  more  than  in  the 
previous  year. 

207  (72.6  per  cent.)  of  the  deaths  were  those  of  persons  aged 
65  years  and  over.  54  (18.9  per  cent.)  of  deaths  took  place  between 
the  ages  of  45  and  64  years.  The  remainder  was  made  up  of  2 
deaths  in  the  25  to  44;  3 deaths  in  the  15  to  24;  and  10  deaths  in 
the  “ under  1 ” age  groups.  8 of  the  infants  were  under  4 weeks 
of  age. 

116  (40.7  per  cent.)  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  diseases  of  the 
Heart  and  Circulatory  System.  97  were  65  years  upwards,  and 
19  of  them  were  between  45  and  64  years  old. 

44  deaths  (15.4  per  cent.)  were  due  to  Respiratory  Diseases 
(mainly  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis).  There  were  6 deaths  attri- 
buted to  Influenza,  5 in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  and  1 in 
November. 

Various  forms  of  Cancer  were  the  cause  of  44  deaths  (15.4 
per  cent.).  There  were  11  cases  of  deaths  from  Cancer  of  the 
Lung.  All  were  males. 

2 males  and  3 females  died  as  the  result  of  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis, and  there  was  1 Infant  death  from  Cerebrospinal  Menin- 
gitis. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 
ACCORDING  TO  DISEASES 


Cause  of  Death 


Male  Female  Total 


1. 

Tuberculosis:  Respiratory  .... 

— 

2 

1 

3 

2. 

Tuberculosis:  Other  Forms 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  .... 

1 

— 

1 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

— ■ 

1 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

4 

4 

8 

11. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung:  Bronchus 

11 

— 

11 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

— 

6 

6 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

— 

2 

2 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

7 

10 

17 

15. 

Leukaemia:  Aleukaemia 

— 

- — 

— • 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

2 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

....  34 

21 

55 

18. 

Coronary  Disease:  Angina 

17 

6 

23 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

2 

4 

6 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disease 

....  10 

8 

18 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

7 

9 

16 

22. 

Influenza 

2 

4 

6 

09 

AO. 

Pneumonia  .... 

6 

15 

21 

24. 

Bronchitis 

7 

8 

15 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

— 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

— 

— 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

— 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  .... 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

1 

— 

1 

32. 

Other  Defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

....  23 

27 

50 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

3 

— 

3 

34. 

All  Other  Accidents 

5 

5 

10 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

36. 

Homicide 

— 

— 

— 
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Gases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Classified  in  Age  Groups  and  Localities.  1958. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  year’s  total  — 99  — of  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  was 
the  lowest  on  record.  For  the  first  time  there  was  freedom  from 
Whooping  Cough.  This  may  have  been  the  result  of  the  increasing 
use  of  Whooping  Cough  Vaccine. 

The  Influenza  epidemic  that  began  in  September,  1957,  flared 
up  again  in  January  and  caused  much  “ absenteeism.” 

Another  epidemic  of  Influenza  broke  out  in  November  and 
was  still  active  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

2 cases  of  Cerebfbspinal  Meningitis  were  reported;  both  Infants, 
one  of  whom  was  brought  to  Hospital  from  another  area. 

The  case  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  (shown  in  the  table)  was  also 
a Hospital  admission  from  a neighbouring  district. 

1 of  the  9 cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  a “ transfer,” 
2 cases  occurred  in  one  family,  one  member  infecting  the  other. 
Housing  conditions  were  unsatisfactory  in  one  case,  and  were  put 
right  by  re-housing. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Vaccination.  Primary.  Re-Vaccination.  Total. 

(a)  Smallpox. 

Under  5 years  ....  140  - 140 

5 — 14  years  ....  3 9 12 

15  years  and  over ....  28  42  70 


171  51  222 


There  were  decreases  (139  and  62  respectively)  in  the  total 
number  of  Vaccinations,  and  the  Vaccinations  of  Children  under  5, 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 

An  increase  of  the  age-groups  to  be  offered  Poliomyelitis 
protection  was  a partial  cause  at  least,  for  the  drop  in  numbers. 

(b)  Tuberculosis.  B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

(a)  Number  of  School  Children  given  Tuberculin 

Test 

(b)  Number  of  Children  Negative  to  Test 

(c)  Number  Vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  Vaccine 


Immunisations . 


(a)  Diphtheria. 

Primary. 

Re-inforcing. 

Total. 

Under  5 years 

190 

32 

222 

5 — 14  years 

3 

58 

61 

193 

90 

283 

676 

501 

489 
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There  was  an  increase  of  36  in  the  numbers  of  children  im- 
munised who  were  under  the  age  of  5,  and  a decrease  of  34  in  the 
numbers  of  older  children  receiving  re-inforcing  doses.  The 
majority  of  children  were  given  a composite  Vaccine  giving  pro- 
tection against  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus,  as  well  as  Diphtheria  . 

(b)  Poliomyelitis. 

3,503  children  born  between  the  years  1943  and  1957;  104 
expectant  mothers;  and  389  members  of  Hospital,  etc.,  staffs  were 
each  given  two  injections  of  Poliomyelitis  Vaccine. 

HOUSING 

I am  obliged  to  Miss  M.  L.  Keith,  Housing  Manager,  for  the 
following  Report: — 

The  Housing  Committee  has  continued  with  its  programme  of 
re-housing  families  from  Slum  Clearance  areas,  and  individual  unfit 
houses,  but  rather  more  families  have  been  re-housed  this  year  than 
last.  Forty-eight  families  were  removed  from  the  North  Street, 
Pilot  Street  area,  seven  families  from  North  End  Yard  area,  eight 
from  South  Street,  Wood  Street,  and  thirty-six  from  the  prefabri- 
cated temporary  Tarran  bungalows  on  the  North  Lynn  housing 
estate.  Another  thirty-two  families  were  moved  from  individually 
unfit  houses  throughout  the  Borough. 

The  estate  for  old  people,  Henry  Bell  Close,  at  Gaywood,  is 
fully  let,  and  the  35  bungalows  house  a total  population  of  52, 
most  of  whom  are  over  70  years  old.  The  experiment  appears  to 
be  working  well,  most  of  the  tenants  enjoy  their  bungalows  and 
gardens,  and  the  Warden  and  her  husband  are  at  hand  to  give  help 
when  needed.  During  the  year,  representatives  from  other  local 
authorities  in  Norfolk,  contemplating  such  an  experiment,  have 
visited  and  were  very  favourably  impressed. 

The  first  phase  of  the  Council’s  North  Lynn  Seabank  estate 
has  been  finished  and  houses  some  two  hundred  and  sixty-five 
families  in  4,  3,  and  2 bedroomed  house  and  1 bedroom  bungalows. 
This  estate  is  still  not  universally  popular,  and  therefore  not  as  easy 
to  let  as  Gaywood  or  Stonebridge.  Shops  are  still  awaited  urgently, 
and  when  erected  and  let  will  help  to  make  living  conditions  easier. 

No  new  type  of  dwelling  has  been  completed  this  year;  there 
is  still  a need  for  2-bedroomed  bungalows  and,  when  finances  will 
allow,  for  a new  plan  for  family  houses  incorporating  a separate 
kitchen,  as  well  as  a living  and  sitting  room.  Flat  construction 
should  be  much  more  sound-rpoof  to  make  it  really  comparable 
as  a living  unit  with  other  forms  of  building. 

The  next  new  estate  to  be  developed  will  be  at  Highgate, 
which  will  house  families  from  Slum  Clearance  areas  and  will  be 
the  first  estate  of  any  size  owned  by  the  Corporation  in  the  Town 
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Centre.  Its  central  position  should  make  it  an  extremely  popular 
estate. 

The  Corporation  owns  the  following  properties: — 


Address. 

Number. 

Type. 

Chase  area 

.... 

19 

3 bedroom  houses. 

South  Lynn  estate.... 

.... 

436 

4 and  3 bedroom  houses,  1 
bedroom  flats  and  bunga- 
lows. 

Argyle  Street 

.... 

16 

3 bedroom  houses. 

Gay  wood  estate 

.... 

724 

5,  4,  3,  and  2 bedroom  houses, 
1,  and  2,  bedroom  flats  and 
1 and  2 bedroom  bungalows. 

Stonebridge  estate.... 

200 

4,  3,  and  2 bedroom  houses 
and  1 and  2 bedroom  bun- 
galows. 

North  Lynn  estate 

757 

4,  3,  and  2 bedroom  houses, 
1 and  2 bedroom  flats  and 
1 and  2 bedroom  bunga- 
lows. 

Seabank  estate 

— 

265 

4,  3,  and  2 bedroom  houses 
and  1 bedroom  bungalows. 

West  Lynn  estate 

• . • • 

75 

2 and  3 bedroom  houses,  1 
bedroom  flats  and  bunga- 
lows. 

Whitefriars  Terrace 

.... 

10 

2 bedroom  houses  and  1 bed- 
room flats. 

South  Street,  Wood  Street 

11 

1 bedroom  flats  and  1 bed- 
room bungalows. 

Horsley  Court 

.... 

11 

1 bedroom  flats  and  1 bed- 
room bungalows. 

Sir  Lewis  Street  .... 
(Burton’s  Field) 

.... 

38 

1 bedroom  flats,  and  1 and  2 
bedroom  bungalows. 

Henry  Bell  Close  .... 

.... 

35 

38 

1 and  2 bedroom  bungalows. 
Privately  built  bouses  and 
flats. 

Total  2635 


Clearance  Schemes. 

1.  King’s  Lynn  (North  Street  and  Pilot  Street)  Clearance  Order, 

1957. 

The  Order  affecting  51  houses  was  confirmed  by  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  on  13th  February,  1958. 

2.  King’s  Lynn  (Chapel  Yard,  West  Lynn)  Compulsory  Purchase 

Order,  1957. 

This  Order  concerning  8 houses  was  the  subject  of  a Ministry 
Enquiry  on  28th  May,  1958,  and  was  confirmed  on  6th  August, 
1958. 
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3.  (a)  King’s  Lynn  (North  End  Yard)  Clearance  Order,  1958. 
(b)  King’s  Lynn  (South  Street  — • Wood  Street)  Compulsory 

Purchase  Order,  1958. 

These  Orders  were  considered  at  an  Enquiry  on  1st  July,  1958, 
and  were  confirmed  on  29th  September,  1958,  and  10th 
October,  1958,  affecting  25  houses. 

4.  King’s  Lynn  (Pilot  Street,  West)  Clearance  and  Compulsory 

Purchase  Order,  1958. 

These  Orders  were  before  an  Enquiry  held  on  23rd  July,  1958, 
and  were  confirmed  concerning  12  houses  on  22nd  October, 
1958. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

1.  Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Complaints  of  ‘ fumes  ’ from  the  West  Norfolk  Fertiliser  Com- 
pany’s premises  were  made  on  two  occasions,  at  the  end  of  January, 
and  at  the  end  of  March;  a pleasant  contrast  with  previous  years. 
A new  150  ft.  high  chimney  carrying  off  the  emissions,  has  proved 
its  value. 

The  following  Table  gives  measurements  of  the  amounts  of 
Sulphur  Dioxide  taken  from  the  air  expressed  as  milligrams  of 
Sulphur  Trioxide  per  day,  per  100  square  centimeters  of  Standard 
Lead  Peroxide  exposed  in  Standard  apparatus.  The  estimates 
were  made  monthly  by  the  Public  Analyst  (Dr.  S.  Greenburgh, 
Cambridge).  1957  figures  are  in  brackets. 


Month 

Saddlebow  Road 

Atbara  Terrace 

Corporation  Depot 

January 

1.762  (1.84) 

1.310  (2.50) 

1.444  (1.69) 

February 

1.347  (2.92) 

1.310  (2.49) 

1.159  (1.53) 

March 

1.123  (2.428) 

0.817  (1.676) 

0.830  (1.082) 

April 

1.775  (2.323) 

0.932  (0.815) 

0.928  (0.631) 

May 

0.528  (1.677) 

0.488  (1.038) 

0.539  (0.644) 

June 

0.339  (1.873) 

0.282  (0.686) 

0.329  (0.475) 

July 

0.405  (1.737) 

0.418  (0.648) 

0.355  (0.372) 

August 

2.108  (1.346) 

0.716  (0.630) 

0.410  (0.375) 

September 

2.674  (1.959) 

0.681  (1.062) 

0.525  (0.635) 

October 

0.943  (1.238) 

1.096  (1.304) 

0.987  (1.379) 

November 

2.386  (4.520) 

0.736  (1.427) 

1.077  (1.173) 

December 

0.621  (2.570) 

1.282  (2.363) 

1.401  (1.543) 

Monthly  Average  1.334  (2.20) 

1.38  (1.38) 

0.832  (0.96) 

2.  Cleansing  Stations. 

Premises  containing  a shower-bath,  etc.,  were  ready  for  use 
in  December.  This  provision  was  made  under  Section  86  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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3.  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts , 1959. 

A notification  of  a case  of  Animal  Anthrax  (a  young  heifer) 
was  received  on  22nd  November.  Restrictions  on  the  affected 
premises  were  withdrawn  on  28th  November. 

4.  Legislation. 

Byelaws  relating  to  the  control  of  nuisances  from  filth,  dust, 
ashes  and  rubbish;  and  the  keeping  of  swine,  and  certain  other 
animals  in  the  neighbourhood  of  houses,  v/ere  confirmed  on  1 i th 
November,  1958,  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment. They  will  operate  from  1st  January,  1959. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 


on  the 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


The  Borough  Engineer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
information  concerning  the  Town’s  Water  Supply,  Sewerage,  and 
Disposal  of  Refuse  Services: — 


Water. 

1 . The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in  both 
quality  and  quantity  during  the  year.  52  samples  of  treated  water 
were  taken  from  consumers’  taps  during  the  year  and  also  regular 
sampling  of  raw  water  from  the  Corporation’s  Wells  and  Boreholes 
at  Gay  ton  and  Millington  has  been  undertaken.  A total  of  315 
samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  and  negative  bacteriological 
results  were  reported  in  all  but  two  cases. 

The  unsatisfactory  drainage  arrangements  at  the  County 
Council’s  Home  at  Eastgate  House,  Gayton,  which  has  been 
commented  upon  in  three  previous  years’  reports  has  still  not 
been  dealt  with  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Corporation  as  the  Water 
Supply  Authority. 

2.  The  waste  detection  service  has  continued  during  the  year 
with  satisfactory  results,  although  it  is  felt  that  if  a larger  staff  were 
co  be  employed  on  this  work,  it  would  be  possible  to  improve  con- 
siderably on  the  results. 

3.  The  total  consumption  of  water  for  1958  showed  an 
overall  decrease  of  5*54%.  For  purely  domestic  purposes  con- 
sumption showed  a decrease  of  6*48%  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 

4.  No  economy  appeals  were  necessary  during  the  year. 

5.  New  distribution  mains  were  laid  to  supply  new  housing 
development  off  South  Wootton  Lane  and  St.  Peter’s  Close,  West 
Lynn,  and  supplies  were  given  to  200  additional  houses  during  the 
year. 


Sewerage. 

1.  The  sewerage  system  has  functioned  satisfactorily  on  the 
whole  during  the  year.  Flooding  which  occurred  in  a small  area 
due  to  excessive  rainfall  during  the  period  in  which  the  sewers  are 
tide-locked,  has  been  dealt  with  by  constructing  a storm-water 
overflow. 


2.  During  the  year  a new  pumping  station  and  rising  main 
designed  to  deal  with  a total  of  1 million  gallons  of  effluent  per  day 
from  the  new  Factory  premises  of  Messrs.  Campbell’s  Soups  Ltd., 
and  discharging  into  the  tidal  section  of  the  River  Nar  has  been 
under  construction. 
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3.  No  further  extensions  have  been  made  to  the  sewerage 
system  in  the  town,  but  instructions  have  been  received  to  prepare 
a comprehensive  scheme  to  deal  with  the  few  remaining  areas  in 
the  Borough  which  are  at  present  drained  by  means  of  cesspools 
or  septic  tanks. 

Public  Cleansing. 

There  is  no  material  change  to  record  in  this  section  of  the 
Corporation’s  work.  Propaganda  has  continued  to  keep  the  Town 
free  from  litter  and  new  litter  baskets  are  provided  as  and  when 
the  occasion  occurs. 


Refuse  Disposal. 

Controlled  tipping  has  been  carried  out  at  Oakes  Field  on 
Flardwick  Road,  this  is  a comparatively  small  area  of  land  which 
will  be  completed  by  the  middle  of  1959. 

No  complaints  of  nuisance  have  been  received  during  the  year. 


Swimming  Bath. 

12  samples  of  Swimming  Bath  water  were  taken  from  the 
Corporation’s  Swimming  Bath  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst. 

The  results  of  all  the  samples  indicated  that  the  water  was 
suitable  for  bathing  purposes.  In  two  cases  the  Analyst  recom- 
mended an  increase  in  chlorination  and  in  four  cases  he  advised 
the  emptying  and  re-filling  of  the  bath. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  following  is  a Summary  of  the  work  done  during  the  year 
under  the  various  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts,  viz. : — 

346  Special  Complaints  and  Visits  were  made. 

29  Informal  Notices  and  Intimations  served. 

7 Statutory  Notices  served. 


Details : 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed 
W.C.  roofs  repaired  .... 

Miscellaneous  defects 
Floorboards  repaired  or  renewed 
Stoves  repaired  or  renewed 
Ceiling  plaster  renewed 
Wallplaster  repaired 
Drains  re-laid  or  repaired  .... 

W.C.  seats  repaired  or  renewed 
Water  closet  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed 
Dampness  to  walls  .... 

W.C.  pans  renewed 
Drains  cleared 

Rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 
Eaves  gutters  provided  and  fixed 


4 

1 

24 

2 

2 

4 
1 
6 
3 
7 

3 

5 

75 

1 

4 
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Wails  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

Inspection  chambers  provided  ....  ....  ....  3 

Chimneys  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  612 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  646 

(2)  The  number  of  houses  that  on  inspection  were  con- 
sidered to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ....  ....  35 

(3)  The  number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were 

remedied  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ....  ....  ....  22 

(4)  The  number  of  Representations  made  to  the  Local 
Authority  with  a view  to : — 

(a)  the  serving  of  notices  requiring  the  execution 

works  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

(b)  the  making  of  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  ....  35 

(5)  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execu- 
tion of  works  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

(6)  The  number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  by  owners  ....  ....  2 

(7)  The  number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  by  Local  Authority  in  de- 
fault of  owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

(8)  The  numbers  of  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  made  35 

(9)  The  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  under- 
takings were  accepted  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

(10)  Number  of  houses  demolished  ....  ....  ....  41 

2.  Proceedings  by  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

formal  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

(2)  Number  of  such  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  two  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  area,  which 
have  been  visited  periodically. 
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Re-Housing. 

45  premises  used  for  human  habitation  were  visited  to  ascertain 
more  complete  information  for  the  assessment  of  need  for  housing 
applicants. 

Meetings  with  Owners  and  Tradesmen. 

84  meetings  were  held  with  Owners  and  Tradesmen  with 
regard  to  requirements  concerning  defective  houses,  drains,  etc. 

House  Drains. 

During  the  year  103  drains  were  tested  and  examined,  and 
appropriate  action  taken. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

68  inspections  to  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  were  made  in  respect 
of  licences  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  and  Fleas. 

36  rooms  were  disinfected  for  vermin.  In  all  cases  advice 
was  given,  and  the  Council’s  offer  to  assist  with  disinfection  was 
accepted. 

In  addition  108  rooms  of  Council  houses  were  treated  following 
vacation  of  the  premises. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Two  Rodent  Operators  were  employed  throughout  the  year 
and  sewer  treatment  was  carried  out  by  them  during  June  and 
December. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  several  of  the  business 
premises  which  store  quantities  of  food  for  them  to  be  under  the 
constant  supervision  of  the  Corporation’s  Operatives,  and  for  all 
treatment  to  be  carried  out  by  them.  This  arrangement  has  been 
found  eminently  satisfactory  from  the  point  of  view  of  both  the 
occupier  and  the  Corporation. 

Offensive  Trades. 

The  number  of  Offensive  Trades  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  as  follows: — 

Gut  Scrapers  ....  ....  ....  2 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers  ....  ....  2 

Tripe  Boilers  ....  ....  ....  1 

54  visits  were  made  to  the  above  premises. 

Disinfection. 

Aerial  disinfection  was  carried  out  to  124  rooms  and  3 Nursing 
Home  Wards. 

180  miscellaneous  articles  and  10,375  sacks  were  disinfected 
at  the  Steam  Disinfector. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk. 

The  following  Licences  were  granted  by  the  Local  Authority : — 
3 Licences  for  Pasteurising  Establishments 
30  Dealers’  Licences  to  retail  Pasteurised  and  T.T.  Milk 
23  Dealers’  Licences  to  retail  Sterilized  Milk. 

Two  samples  of  milk  were  taken  monthly  from  the  three 
Pasteurising  Establishments. 

All  samples  satisfied  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  (Pasteurised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

74  samples  of  Raw  Milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
who  reported: — 

71  samples  to  be  Genuine 

1 sample  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  7‘33% 

2 samples  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  6 '66%  and 

6*33%  and  deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to  the  extent 
of  4*47%  and  4*48%. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

24  samples  of  Sausages  and  Sausage  Meat  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Public  Analyst,  22  were  reported  to  be  genuine,  and 
2 samples  contained  spiders. 

Informal  samples  of  Beef  Suet,  Jelly,  Fish  and  Meat  Paste, 
Mustard,  Sacharin  Tablets,  Fish  Cakes,  Sauce,  Margarine,  Butter, 
Baking  Powder,  Curry  Powder,  Castor  Oil,  Blancmange  Powder, 
Mixed  Spice,  Custard  Powder,  Jam,  Cooking  Fat,  Salad  Cream, 
Glace  Cherries,  Instant  Icing,  Cornflour,  Liquid  Paraffin,  Ground 
Ginger,  Mixed  Peel,  Tea,  Processed  Cheese,  Christmas  Pudding, 
Rice,  Dessicated  Coconut,  have  been  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  who  reported  them  all  genuine. 


Ice  Cream. 

59  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

The  Methylene  Blue  (Provisional  Grading)  Test  results  were 
as  follows: — 

Grade  I ....  ....  ....  ....  54 

Grade  II  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 


Markets. 

175  visits  were  made  to  Markets  during  the  year. 
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Arsenical  Spraying  for  the  Destruction  of  Potato  Haulms 
Prior  to  Gathering. 

On  19th  March,  a letter  was  received  from  Dr.  J.  M.  Ross, 
Senior  Medical  Officer,  Ministry  of  Health,  requesting  the  local 
authority  to  take  part  in  an  investigation  of  the  effects  of  arsenical 
spraying  for  the  destruction  of  potato  haulms  prior  to  gathering. 
The  Council  was  one  of  47  Local  Authorities  who  were  asked  to 
co-operate. 

Arrangements  were  made  with  Dr.  S.  Greenburgh,  Public 
Analyst,  Cambridge,  and  samples  of  potatoes  were  forwarded  to 
him  on  30th  April,  20th  May,  and  12th  June. 

The  results  from  the  analyses  of  the  three  samples  of  potatoes 
(1957  crop)  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst  are  set  out  in  tabular  form 
below : — 


Arsenic  ( as  As)  parts  per  million. 


Date  of 

Peel 

Flesh 

Peel  -f-  Flesh 

Sample 

( whole  potato) 

30th  April 

0’6 

H 

TO 

20th  May 

0-3 

0-3 

0-3 

12thjune 

IT 

IT 

IT 

The  estimations  were 

carried 

out  by  the 

Guttzeit  Method 

after  ignition  with  Calcium  Hydroxide. 

In  January  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  a statement  that 
the  Food  Standards  Committee  had  recommended  an  upper  limit 
of  1 p.p.m.  (1  part  per  million)  Arsenic  for  most  foodstuffs  and  that 
this  was  being  given  statutory  effect. 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

1896 

97 

26 

1992 

6109 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

1896 

97 

26 

1992 

6109 

Nil 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci : — 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

1 

2 

7 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

462 

35 

8 

15 

813 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected, 
affected  with  di- 
seases other  than 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cystercerci 

24.4 

37.1 

30.7 

0.8 

13.4 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

2 

1 



_____ 

4 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

137 

18 





124 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 

Tuberculosis 

7.3 

19.5 

2.09 

Nil 

Cysticercosis  : — 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con- 
demned 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

— 

_ 

_ 



_ 

Nil 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

* — 

Nil 
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Other  Foods. 


457  tins  Beans  8 

64  tins  Grapefruit  45 

18  tins  Peaches  12 

53  tins  Minced  Beef  Loaf  300 

18  tins  Mixed  Vegetables  223 

16  tins  Sausages  240 

158  tins  Tomatoes  74 

78  lbs.  Cheese  9 

234  tins  Pears  7 

281  tins  Luncheon  Meat  176 

866  tins  Milk  414 

28  tins  Ham  288 

368  lbs.  Meat  630 

162  lbs.  Bacon  109 

6 tins  Spaghetti  23 

5 tins  Sardines  65 

50  tins  Orange  Juice  83 

6 tins  Cream  5 

27  tins  Salmon  3 

6 tins  Asparagus  26 

27  tins  Beetroot  35 

109  tins  Oranges  25 

22  tins  Macedoines  4 


stone  Fish 

tins  Rice 

tins  Tongue 

tins  Corned  Beef 

tins  Apricots 

tins  Stewed  Steak 

tins  Carrots 

tins  Steak  and  Kidney 

tins  Rhubarb 

tins  Plums 

tins  Pineapple 

tins  Cherries 

tins  Peas 

tins  Soup 

tins  Strawberries 

tins  Fruit  Salad 

tins  Pilchards 

tins  Apples 

cwts.  Potatoes 

tins  Pork 

jars  Jam 

lbs.  Dried  Apricots 
cwt.  Sausage  Filler 


Clean  Food  Campaign. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  are: — 

50  Premises  for  the  sale  of  Preserved  and  Potted  Meat,  etc. 

24  Fish  Shops 

1 1 1 Premises  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream 
56  Dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regula- 
tions, 1949—1954. 

128  Inspections  were  carried  out  on  premises  for  the  sale  of 
Preserved  and  Potted  Meat,  etc. 

50  Visits  were  made  to  Fish  Shops 

59  Visits  were  made  to  Premises  licenced  for  the  storage  and 
sale  of  Ice  Cream 

168  Visits  were  made  to  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops. 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

These  Regulations,  introduced  three  years  ago,  have  been 
instrumental  in  securing  greatly  improved  conditions  in  many 
shops  where  food  is  handled  or  prepared.  However,  there  are 
still  a few  shops  remaining  which  need  to  be  brought  up  to  standard 
with  the  provision  of  wash  hand  basins,  sinks,  and  a supply  of  hot 
and  cold  water.  These  offenders  will  be  dealt  with  as  soon  as  the 
survey  of  all  shops  is  completed.  In  the  meantime,  warning  letters 
are  being  sent  to  Managers,  and  Head  Offices  of  the  Multiple  or 
Chain  Stores,  as  the  defects  and  contraventions  are  found. 
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Generally  speaking,  the  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the  food 
shops  is  very  high,  but  where  the  proper  facilities  do  not  exist 
for  maintaining  personal  cleanliness,  or  for  cleaning  equipment, 
there  is  always  the  increased  danger  of  the  food  being  contaminated. 

When  a new  food-preparing  shop  is  opened,  the  plans  are 
examined  by  the  Public  Health  Officers  and  the  proposals  dis- 
cussed with  the  firms’  representatives  to  ensure  that  the  premises 
fully  comply  with  the  Regulations  when  opened. 

Cases  of  contaminated  food  reported  to  the  Health  Office 
during  the  year  have  included: — 


Pieces  of  metal  in  tinned  food 
Glass  in  Milk 
Mould  in  Pork  Pies 
Grease  on  the  inside  of  a tin 
of  Biscuits 


Flies  in  Orange  Drink 
Mouse  dropping  in  flour 
Maggots  in  Sweets 
Sausage  Rusk  contaminated 
by  Chemicals 


These  serious  incidents  have  been  isolated  cases  illustrating 
carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  food  preparers.  Each  case  has  been 
fully  investigated  and  the  Council  have  instructed  that  warning 
letters  be  sent  to  offenders. 

A good  liason  operates  between  the  shop-keepers  of  the  town 
and  the  Public  Health  Officers.  Wherever  there  is  any  doubt 
concerning  the  safety  of  any  food,  their  advice  is  sought.  If  it  is 
decided  the  food  is  unfit  for  consumption,  it  is  removed  from  the 
shop  and  destroyed  by  the  Health  Department. 

The  large  list  of  food  destroyed,  given  elsewhere  in  this  Report, 
is  perhaps  misleading,  as  King’s  Lynn  Borough  contains  five  whole- 
sale grocers  whose  throughput  of  food  is  tremendous. 


The  canning  factories  in  the  Borough  also  have  a considerable 
quantity  of  unsound  tinned  food,  especially  when  they  are  re- 
canning from  bulk  supply  tins  of  foreign  origin 
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FACTORIES 
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KING'S  LYNN  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Including  the  Report 
of  the 

Senior  Port  Health  Inspector 
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PORT  OF  KING'S  LYNN 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  King’s  Lynn. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Madam,  and  Gendemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Report  of  the  Port  Health 
Service  for  the  year  1958. 

The  ships  that  called  at  the  Port  were  free  from  notifiable 
Infectious  Diseases. 

7 nuisances  were  detected  during  the  513  routine  inspections 
and  these  were  dealt  with  without  need  for  Statutory  proceedings. 

The  Port  was  designated  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  from  1st 
April  onwards,  as  an  Approved  Port  for  the  issue  of  De-Ratting, 
and  De-Ratting  Exemption  Certificates. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  HAMILTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Residence : “ Elmina,”  Ashwicken,  King’s  Lynn.  Telephone:  Ashwicken  206. 

Address  and  Telephone  Number  of  the  Senior  Port  Health  Inspector  : — 

Office:  Town  Hall,  King’s  Lynn.  Telephone:  King’s  Lynn  5001-6,  Ext.  5. 

Residence:  19,  Queen  Mary  Road,  Gaywood,  King’s  Lynn.  Telephone:  King’s  Lynn  4519. 


Section  II.  Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  District  during  the  Year. 
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Principal  Ports  from  Rotterdam,  Antwerp,  Hamburg,  Casablanca,  Bremen,  Stettin,  Yxpila,  Archangel,  Breda, 

which  the  Ships  arrive  : Mantvluotto,  Barcelona,  Rostock,  Gravenchon,  Gothenburg,  Hansweert,  Hamina,  Reims. 


Section  IV.  Inland  Barge  Traffic. 

Nil. 

Section  V.  Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1952. 

(1)  List  of  Infected  Area  ( Regulation  6). 

As  soon  as  the  World  Health  Organisation’s  Weekly 
Epidemiological  Record  is  received  an  abstract  is  made 
by  the  Port  Medical  Officer  of  any  information  likely 
to  affect  the  Port;  this  is  then  sent,  in  form,  to  the 
Offices  of  the  Harbour  Master  and  Officer-in-Charge, 
H.M.  Waterguard,  for  the  information  of  these  Officials 
and  Pilots.  This  is  a routine  weekly  procedure. 

(2) ,  (3),  (4),  (5).  No  change. 

Section  VII.  Smallpox. 

( 1 ) Hospital. 

By  the  arrangements  of  the  East  Anglian  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  the  Smallpox  Hospital  for  the  area 
is 

St.  Helen’s  Hospital, 

Ipswich. 

(2)  Transport. 

The  Ambulance  Transport  is  provided  by  the  Ipswich 
Ambulance  Service. 

(3)  Smallpox  Consultants. 

(a)  Dr.  W.  M.  Oliver,  m.b.e.,  Norfolk  and  Norwich 

Hospital,  Norwich. 

(b)  Dr.  A.  G.  Smith,  24,  Unthank  Road,  Norwich, 
(c.)  Dr.  R.  A.  Leader,  Elm  Street,  Ipswich. 

(4)  Facilities  of  Laboratory  Diagnosis  of  Smallpox. 

Specimens  would  be  sent  to  Dr.  F.  O.  MacCallum, 
Virus  Reference  Laboratory,  Central  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Golindale  Avenue,  The  Hyde,  London, 
N.W.9.  Notification  of  despatch  would  be  given  by 
Telephone  (Golindale  7041). 

Section  VIII.  Venereal  Disease. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinics  are  held  as  follows  at  the  West 
Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn  General  Hospital: — 

(a)  ALale : 7 p.m.  Tuesday  and  Friday. 

(b)  Females  and  Children:  3 p.m.  Tuesday  and 

Wednesday. 

Leaflets  giving  these  details,  and  the  situation  of  the  Hospital, 
are  delivered  to  the  Master  of  every  vessel  arriving  at  the  Quayside 
and  Docks.  Posters  showing  the  information  are  exhibited  in  the 
Docks,  e.g .,  in  the  Dockside  conveniences. 

In-patient  facilities  can  be  provided  at  the  King’s  Lynn 
Hospital,  and  the  Laboratory  at  the  General  Hospital  undertakes 
the  examinations  of  specimens  (Blood,  etc.). 
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Section  IX.  Cases  of  Notifiable  and  Other  Infections 

Diseases  on  Ships. 

Table  D. 


Disease 

Number  of  Cases 
during  the  year. 

Number 
of  Ships 
con- 
cerned 

Passen- 

gers 

Crew 

Cases  landed  from  ships 
from  Foreign  Ports 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  which  have  occur- 
red on  ships  from  For- 
eign Ports  but  have 
been  disposed  of  be- 
fore arrival  .... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  landed  from  Other 
Ships 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Section  X.  Observation  on  the  Occurrence  of  Malaria  in 

Ships. 

No  cases  were  reported. 

Section  XI.  Measures  taken  against  Ships  Infected  with 

or  Suspected  for  Plague. 

No  action. 

Section  XII.  Measures  against  Rodents  in  Ships  from 

Foreign  Ports. 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  Port  Authorities,  arrangements 
have  been  made  for: — 

(a)  All  ropes,  warps,  etc.,  used  for  mooring  the  ship  to  be 
fitted  with  canvas  rat-guards,  2 ft.  long,  to  be  daily  coated 
with  tar,  or  fitted  with  shield,  or  discs.  All  rat-guards  are 
fitted  clear  of  the  ships  and  quay,  and  are  adjusted  with 
the  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide. 

(b)  No  gangways,  chutes  or  planks,  etc.,  connecting  the  ship 
to  the  shore,  except  those  in  actual  use,  are  permitted, 
those  in  use  are  withdrawn  as  soon  as  possible  at  night. 

These  measures  are  carried  out  as  a practice  on  all  vessels 
from  African  Ports,  and  grain-carrying  ships,  when  conditions  in 
the  latter  case  allow  it. 


32 


1.  Procedure  for  Inspection  of  Ships  for  Rats. 

Regular  inspection  of  ships  are  carried  out  by  the  Port  Health 
Inspectors  and  Rodent  Operatives. 

2.  Arrangements  for  the  Bacteriological  or  Pathological 

Examination  of  Rodents. 

Post-mortem  examination  and  examinations  of  stained  films 
can  be  done  at  the  Port  Health  Office.  The  Norwich  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  is  also  available,  for  bacteriological  and 
pathological  examinations. 

No  rats  were  examined  during  the  year. 

3.  Arrangements  in  the  District  for  De -Ratting  Ships,  the 

Methods  Used,  Etc. 

As  a result  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  requests  made  by 
the  Masters  of  Ships  arriving  from,  and  proceeding  to,  foreign  ports 
and  by  all  the  local  Shipping  Agents,  that  facilities  should  be  pro- 
vided at  the  Port  of  King’s  Lynn  for  the  issue  of  De-Ratting  Certi- 
ficates and  De-Ratting  Exemption  Certificates,  representations  were 
made  to  the  Minister  of  Health  that  the  Port  of  King’s  Lynn  should 
be  approved  and  designated  for  the  issue  of  such  Certificates. 

After  considering  the  qualifications  and  previous  experience 
of  the  Port  Health  Inspectors,  the  Minister  of  Health,  in  accordance 
with  Article  17  of  the  International  Sanitary  Regulations,  approved 
and  designated  the  Port  of  King’s  Lynn  for  the  issue  of  De-Ratting 
Certificates  and  De-Ratting  Exemption  Certificates,  with  effect 
from  1st  April,  1958. 

From  1st  April,  1958,  to  31st  December,  1958,  13  De-Ratting 
Exemption  Certificates  have  been  issued. 

Should  occasion  arise  for  a vessel  to  be  de-ratted,  a number  of 
contracting  companies  who  specialize  in  this  work  are  prepared 
to  come  to  the  Port  to  carry  out  the  necessary  work.  A list  of  these 
companies  has  been  sent  to  all  local  Shipping  Agents.  The  methods 
to  be  used  would  be  fumigation  by  HCN  or  S02,  trapping  or 
poisoning. 

4.  Progress  in  the  Rat-Proofing  of  Ships. 

Generally  satisfactory. 

Rodents  Destroyed  during  the  Year  in  Ships  from  Foreign 


Ports. 

Category.  Number. 

Black  Rats  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Brown  Rats  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Species  not  known  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Sent  for  examination  ....  ....  Nil 

Infected  with  Plague  ....  ....  Nil 
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Two  Rodent  Operatives  are  employed  jointly  by  the  King’s 
Lynn  Borough  and  Port  Health  Authority.  In  addition  to  the 
inspections  made  by  the  Port  Medical  Officer  and  Port  Public 
Plealth  Inspectors,  the  ships  in  the  Port,  Quay,  Wharves  and  Ware- 
houses, in  the  vicinity  of  the  Docks  are  inspected  by  the  Rodent 
Operatives  systematically. 

In  general,  the  wharves  and  warehouses,  of  modern  construc- 
tion, are  rat-proof. 

Approximately  87  brown  rats  and  no  black  rats  were  destroyed 
from  the  Docks,  Quay,  Wharves  and  Warehouses  during  the  year. 
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TABLE  F. 

De -Ratting  Certificates  and  De-Ratting  Exemption  Certificates  issued  during  the  Year 
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Number  of  Inspections  of  Dock  Premises  — 379. 
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Section  XIV.  Public  Health  (Shellfish)  Regulations,  1934 

and  1948. 


(a)  A complaint  was  received  from  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  Liverpool,  about  contamination  of  a variety  of  shellfish 
that  had  been  delivered  in  the  City,  from  this  Port. 

Samples  of  the  same  kind  of  shellfish,  raw  and  after  “ treat- 
ment,’3 * 5 were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Norwich,  for 
examination.  Both  samples  were  found  to  be  free  from  the  form 
of  contamination  found  at  Liverpool. 

The  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  was  of  the 
opinion  that  unless  refrigeration  transport  was  used  for  the  carriage, 
over  considerable  distances,  of  the  type  of  shellfish  involved,  that 
contamination  of  some  sort  was  likely  to  occur.  This  opinion  was 
made  known  to  the  firm  concerned. 

(b)  Shellfish  Analyses. 

1.  \9th  March , 1958.  Mussels  from  West  Side  of  Roads  ( North  Pandora 

Sands) . 

(a)  Probable  number  of  B.Coli  (Type  1)  per  ml.  of  mussel 

flesh  — 1. 

Analyst’s  report  — Satisfactory. 

(b)  Probable  number  of  B.Coli  (Type  1)  per  ml.  of  mussel 

flesh  = 1. 

Analyst’s  report  — Satisfactory. 

Water  from  West  Side  of  Roads  {North  Pandora  Sands) . 

(a)  Probable  number  of  B.Coli  (Type  1)  per  100  mis.  — Nil. 

(b)  Probable  number  of  B.Coli  (Type  1)  per  100  mis.  = Nil. 

2.  31  st  March , 1958.  Mussels  from  West  Side  of  Channel  {North 

Pandora  Sands). 

(a)  Probable  number  of  B.Coli  (Type  1)  per  ml.  of  mussel 

flesh  = 2. 

Analyst’s  report  — Satisfactory. 

(b)  Probable  number  of  B.Coli  (Type  1)  per  ml.  of  mussel 

flesh  = 3. 

Analyst’s  report  — Satisfactory. 

Water  from  West  Side  of  Channel  {North  Pandora  Sands) . 

(a)  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  mis.  = 170. 

Probable  number  of  B.Coli  (Type  1)  per  100  mis  = 20. 

(b)  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  mis.  = 130. 

Probable  number  of  B.Coli  (Type  1)  per  100  mis.  = 25. 

3.  15th  April , 1958.  Mussels  from  Thief  Sands. 

(a)  Middle. 

Probable  number  of  B.Coli  (Type  1)  per  100  mis.  of 
mussel  flesh  = 1. 

Analyst’s  report  — Satisfactory. 
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(b)  Teetotal  Channel  Side. 

Probable  number  of  B.Coli  (Type  1)  per  100  mis.  of 
mussel  flesh  — 2. 

Analyst’s  report  — Satisfactory. 

Water. 

(a)  Thief  Sands  {Middle). 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  mis.  = Nil. 

(b)  Thief  Sands  { Teetotal  Channel ). 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  mis.  = 25. 
Probable  number  of  B.Coli  (Type  1)  per  100  mis.  = 14. 

14 th  May , 1958.  Mussels  from  West  Side  of  Roads  [North  Pandora 

Sands) . 

Probable  number  of  B.Coli  per  ml.  of  mussel  flesh  — 1. 
Analyst’s  report  — Satisfactory. 

Water — West  Side  of  Roads  [North  Pandora  Sands). 

(a)  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  mils.  = 130. 
Probable  number  of  B.Coli  (Type  1)  per  100  mils.  = 20. 

(b)  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  mis.  = 250. 
Probable  number  of  B.Coli  (Type  1)  per  100  mis.  = 25. 

10 th  September , 1958.  Mussels  from  West  Side  of  Roads  [North  End 

Pandora  Sands). 

Probable  number  of  B.Coli  per  ml.  of  mussel  flesh  = 2 approx. 
Analyst’s  report  — Satisfactory. 

Water  from  West  Side  of  Roads  [North  Pandora  Sands). 

(a)  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  mis.  = 550. 

Probable  number  of  B.Coli  (Type  1)  per  100  mis.  = 35. 

(b)  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  mis.  = 50. 

Probable  number  of  B.Coli  (Type  1)  per  100  mis.  = 17. 

27  th  October , 1958.  Mussels  from  West  Side  of  Channel  [North  Pandora 

Sands) . 

Probable  number  of  B.Coli  (Type  1)  per  ml.  of  mussel  flesh 

= 2 approx. 

Analyst’s  report  — Satisfactory. 

Water  from  West  Side  of  Channel  [North  Pandora  Sands). 

(a)  Probable  number  of  B.Coli  (Type  1)  per  100  mis.  = 17. 

(b)  Probable  number  of  B.Coli  (Type  1)  per  100  mis.  = 14. 

The  grading  “ Satisfactory  ” is  from  the  Public  Plealth  Labor- 
atory’s Provisional  Standard  — 0 to  5 = “ Satisfactory.” 

Section  XV.  Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens  (Applicable  only 
to  Ports  Approved  for  the  Landing  of  Aliens). 

The  Port  is  not  a Port  that  is  approved  for  the  landing  of 
Aliens. 
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Section  XVI.  Miscellaneous. 


Burial  Arrangements . 

The  interment  of  the  dead  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority 
in  accordance  with  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

In  the  case  of  a death  on  board  ship  from  infectious  disease, 
burial  arrangements  would  be  those  detailed  by  the  Medical 
Officer. 

Conclusion. 

I have  to  thank  the  Officers  of  H.M.  Customs,  King’s  Lynn 
Conservancy  Board,  British  Transport  Commission  (Docks), 
Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  Joint  Committee,  the  Shipping  Companies, 
and  the  owners  of  Commercial  premises  in  the  Docks,  for  their 
willing  help  and  ready  co-operation. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  HAMILTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Primed  by  E.M.P.Co.Ltd., 


